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have been suggested by Mr. Munshi as a sort of a compromise, and it supposes,
that the Members of the House ate agreed upon these amendments. Sir, with
profound regret I have come here to lodge my protest and say that I do not
agree with them and l do not accept these so called compromise amendments.
1 have myself moved my amendment, No. 70, but I am prepared to support as
a compromise the amendment moved by Sri Purushottam Das Tandon. These
amendments which are now moved are supposed to be a compromise but they
are not an improvement at all and they do not in any meet the point of view
urged by Tandonji or myself. In fact, the fundamental point on which the supporters of Hindi have been insisting has been that the English numerals shall
not be a permanent feature of our national language. But the amendment now
proposed will make these so-called international numerals which are really only
plain and simple English numerals, a permanent feature of one language by this
Constitution, and that is a position which I cannot accept. All that is conceded
in the compromise is this, that after fifteen years. Parliament may prescribe Hindi
numerals for such purposes as may be specified by law. That means the Devanagari numerals can be used for some purposes, but the main numerals shall be
the English numerals, and by accepting this amendment, we shall be committing
this House and the future generations of our country to accepting
the English numerals as a permanent feature of our language
by this Constitution Act, and I shall not accept that under any circumstances. It
is not without reason that I have taken up this attitude. I regard this draft of
Mr. Gopalaswami as a fraud on the supporters of Hindi and a fraud on the
Constitution itself. Really this draft perpetuates English for many, many years
to come as Mr. Gopalaswami himself confessed. The Father of the Nation had
warned the Nation of this danger which he had scented as early as Sept. 21, 1947,
when he wrote his editorial in the Han Jan of that date.
There are other amendments also which Tandonji moved and which also I
had supported as a compromise. But as no real compromise has been possible,
I will press my own amendment which runs as follows ."That in amendment No. 65 above, for the proposed new Part XIV-A, the following be
substituted :'PART XIV-A
CHAPTER I—LANGUAGE OF THE UNION

301A. (1) The State language of the Union shall be Hindi in Devanagari script.
(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in clause (1) of this article the English language may continue to be used for official purposes of the Union during the period of transition which shall not exceed 5 years, provided that the State language will be progressively
utilised until it replaces English completely at the end of the transitional period of five years.
301B. (1) Within three months of the commencement of this Constitution, there shall
be constituted a committee consisting of thirty members, of whom twenty shall be members
•of the House of the People and ten shall be members of the Council of States chosen respectively by the members of the House of the People and the members of the Council of States
in accordance with the system of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote.
(2) It shall be the duty of the Committee to make recommendations to the President as
to the ways and means which should be adopted as to the progressive use of the Hindi
language for all the official purposes of the Union and the replacement of the English language by the Hindi language at the end of the transitional period of five years.
(3) The Committee shall submit its report within a period of six months from the date
of its appointment.
(4) Within a period of three months from the date of submission of its report by the
committee, the President shall cause every recommendation made by the Committee together
with an explanatory memorandum as to the action taken or to be taken thereon to he laid
before each House of Parliament,

